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Dear Friends.

Four months into my tenure as MTC's new executive director, | am thrilled to present
our Community Report, describing our programmatic impact in the 2024-2025
school year.

| am truly fortunate to build on the tireless efforts of my predecessor, Jean lkeda.
Jean brought the organization to new heights, laying the groundwork for future
success as we prepare to celebrate 30 years of service to students in Mountain View
and Los Altos.

Save the date for our 30th Anniversary gala on April 10, 2026!

Volunteer mentors and tutors, donors and our immensely dedicated staff and Board drive all our efforts, in partnership with
educators and administrators. Many thanks to all of you! Your passionate commitment to building a community of care for
students and families drew me to this role. | look forward to contributing more than two decades of leadership experience in

the nonprofit community in support of vulnerable children and families.

In these times, it can feel even more challenging to grow up — and parent. Uncertainties and anxieties abound. As does hope for
the future; which powers the consistent, caring relationships that are the heart of MTC's work. It's particularly notable that nearly
100% of teachers find our tutoring program to be effective in strengthening student’s perseverance and resilience, and 100%

of mentored students feel that their mentor really cares about them.

This report brings our nurturing, hopeful work to life, reminding us that coming together across the broad spectrum of age,
background and language, changes lives for the better. We are all enriched as these encounters unfold in unanticipated

ways, with learning and growth occurring in so many dimensions.
If you have been seeking inspiration and wondering how you might do more to make a difference, look no further.
You could ...

* Become a mentor or a tutor for the first time

e Return to that role

* Introduce your friends and colleagues to MTC

* Become a community ambassador

* Increase your donation to help us retain talented staff

* Include us in your estate plan as a testament to your values
I'd love to speak with you. Don't hesitate to reach out with questions or ideas.

With shared vision and unfolding impact,

Lisa Peckler
Executive Director

lisap@mentortutorconnection.org
(314) 307-9684

The 2024-2025 school year was a vibrant

one for MTC, as our volunteers and students
explored and cultivated their unfolding potential.
(Photo by Lisa Peckler)
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How did you hear about
Mentor Tutor Connection?

| wanted to get involved because my
friend told me that it was a fun program.
She thought | would enjoy it.

What made you want to join the
program?

| just wanted someone to talk to.
| also wanted to do something that
got me outside the house and [was]

more than just school work.

What is your overall opinion of
the program?

It was really nice having an adult
other than a family member to talk to
and get advice from or explore the
Bay Area with.

What is your dynamic like with
your mentor?

It is good that we are not completely
similar. We have a balance. | feel
comfortable telling her stories about
my life and things | am going through.
She is a good mentor.

Could you tell us about your
mentor and how having a
mentor has impacted your life?

Lea [a PhD student in Economics at
Stanford University] is super nice
and outgoing. Honestly, she had
explored the Bay Area more than |
had! She is not even from here—she is
from Germany. She helped me break
out of my shell.

My family doesn't really have time
to go out that much. We don’t have
time to coordinate our schedules. If
| wanted to go on a hike or explore
SF, I would go with her. It was nice to
do something different for a change.
She helped me branch out and do
different things.

“I could be myselfl™
Jazmine’s Journey

Meet Jazmine Cruz—a first-year college student and
graduate of Mountain View High School. Jazmine was
mentored for two years of her high school experience by Lea
Bottmer. Jazmine provides some insight into what made her
want to be a mentee and what she learned from the program.

What do you wish more people
knew about being mentored?

| wish people knew that it can be
more fun [and not] strictly academic.
| feel like | could be myself.

Looking back, what do

you consider your biggest
accomplishment during or
after your time with MTC?

My mentor Lea helped me to think
more positively. She is a “glass-half-
full” type of person. She has inspired
me to be that way, too. That has
helped me to think better of myself and
be more confident about myself. She
helped me be able to talk to people
who are not my age. When you are
talking to people, you don't have to

change who you are.

*“My mentor Lea helped me (o think
more positively. She is a ‘glass-halfl*
full’ type of person. She has inspired
me (0 be that way. too. That has helped
me (0 think betier of myself and be
more confident about myself.”

Jazmine Cruz

Graduate of Mountain View High School



“I have had a lot of people 1
look up to”—Lea Bottmer’s
Mentoring Journey

Meet Lea Bottmer—a PhD student in Economics at Stanford
University. Originally from Germany, she is in her last year in
the PhD program. We were able to talk with Lea about how
similarities and differences drive the richness of the mentor-

mentee experience.

On finding out about MTC:

| wanted to teach and have an impact
on people’s lives. | came across MTC
and the website. | thought this would
be super interesting for me to focus
on one person and be able to have
this relationship.

On not having infinite wisdom:

It's not that | have infinite wisdom to
give but | felt like | could be another
person for my mentee to come to and

explore the area with.

On being a successful mentor:
| enjoyed saying, “Hey, this is how |
approach these situations.” When
Jazmine started applying for jobs, she
was nervous for her first interview. She
already felt comfortable texting me. |
gave her a few tips. | was there to be
calm, to be her cheerleader: “You've
got this.”

You just need somebody supporting
you in your decisions. Someone who
is there to cheer you on.

On personal discoveries:

It was nice to get out and explore
and get into a community here. |
really felt like Jazmine and | became
friends over the time period. It went
above and beyond what | thought it
was going to be. We had really deep
discussions about life and things that
come up, which | didnt anticipate.
We went on a lot of adventures
together which gave us all these
bonding moments. It was meaningful
to step into the role of mentor. | have
had a lot of people that | look up to. It
challenged me to grow into that role.

On people who have made a
difference in her life:

I'm afirst-generation college student. |
had neverthought about doing a PhD.
| had never known anyone who had
done a PhD before. My parents were
skeptical. It only takes one person to
be like, ‘Hey, why don't you do this?
It seems like it might be good for you.’
| have had people in my life who
have pointed out opportunities orwho

*You just need somebody supporting
vou in your decisions. Someone who
is there for you to cheer you on.”

Lea Bottmer
MTC Mentor

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

have asked me questions and gotten

me to think more deeply because they
have different experiences and
different knowledge.

On the richness of similarities
and differences in the
relationship:

Mentoring is asking what you think is
a simple question because you have
different experiences and different
expertise that you are bringing to
this relationship. You don’t even
realize that you have had an impact

on this person.

Similarities help you build the
relationship—experiences from when
you were younger help you relate.
But a lot of the value comes from
having different experiences. You
can create a lot of value based on
experiences that make you different
from your mentee and sharing some

of these experiences.



he evolution in her roles at MTC

reflects both a strong desire to
support MTC’s growth and gain a
greater perspective on the quality and
breadth of programming it offers. “I
knew there were several girls waiting
for mentors,” she said. “I thought,
where can | play the most helpful
role2 And from my own perspective,
this helps deepen my understanding
of our programs.” In terms of creating
mentoring relationships, “There is
a really great vetting process for
matching mentors and mentees,”
Susan explains. “The MTC staff do
an incredible job of getting to know
the individual volunteers and students
before making that match.”

Despite being up-to-date on the
program, there were still some
surprises in store for Susan in
her relationship with her mentee.
“We have developed a strong
friendship that goes far beyond my
expectations,” she explains. “We
both love theatre. We are reading
the same book, Little Women, so we

can be ready to see the play.”

Being open to surprises and learning
new things is fundamental to the role
of being a mentor. Susan learned that
mentors have to remind themselves to

listen and not be judgmental. They

Surprises Along the Way:
Susan Kresek’s
Mentoring Journey

Susan Kresek has been on the board of Mentor Tutor

Connection for three years. Even so, this is a year of firsts for
her. “I became the Board Chair at the end of the 2024-2025
school year and this is the first year that | have become a mentor

rather than a tutor.”

must let the mentee express what he
or she wants to express and to bring
up options. “As a mentor, you are not
in the role of a parent or a counselor.
You help [your mentee] think through
the options but don't pass judgment
on their decisions.” That said, there is
a certain stability that goes with the
fluidity. When her mentee was not
able to meet in person on a given
week, Susan planned a FaceTime

call with her to stay in contact. “It all

here. The bigger picture is to make
sure that we don't lose sight of that.”

She is also gratified to be working
with such a dedicated team of

professionals on staff at MTC.

“We're really fortunate in that we
have a staff of people who are so
extraordinarily dedicated to what
we do, that they don't just treat it as
a job. It is a passion,” Susan says.
“Everyone is really tied to the mission

*Everyone is really tied (o the mission
of the organization and wants (o do
something that is meaningful. The
board as well. They really believe in

what we are doing.”

Susan Kresek
MTC Board Chair and Mentor

comes down to the consistency of
the relationship. Making sure it is a

priority that you make time for.”

Consistency is essential, because
students really value their mentor’s
support. “We live in a little bubble
here. We have a lot of underserved
kids in the community. | have talked
to people about what we do and
they seem a little surprised that
[mentoring] is something we need

of the organization and wants to do
something that is meaningful. The
board as well. They really believe in

what we are doing.”



Mentor Program

The Mentor program serves students in grades

9-12, providing another caring adult in their lives.

101

Students

o] |

Mentors

3

High schools

100%

100%

of the 33 seniors in the
mentor program graduated
from high school

of mentees reported that their
mentor has given them new ideas to
think about for their future plans

of mentees reported that having
a mentor has given them
confidence in new situations

of seniors plan to stay in
touch with their mentor

of mentees reported a more
positive attitude about school

Tutor Program

The Tutor Program helps students in grades
K-8 gain skills and grow in confidence.

382

Students

1

Tutors

12

Elementary
schools

of teachers are satisfied with
the effectiveness of tutoring

provided by MTC

of teachers felt that MTC-tutored
students demonstrated greater
resilience and perseverance

of teachers observed academic
progress in students tutored

by MTC

of teachers noted improvement

in test scores for students tutored
by MTC

of teachers noticed increased
engagement and classroom
participation



Dorothy Lau: An Educator’s Perspective

A longtime Mountain View educator reflects on how MTC tutors have an impact on her young students.

started in the Mountain View

Whisman School District a littfle
bit more than 10 years ago. | teach
Kindergarten. Over the years, | heard
MTC’s name coming up consistently
as a resource that we could use.

At the beginning of the year, the
staff or the principal will announce
that MTC is accepting requests for
tutors. You fill out the Google form.
It is nicely detailed. | really like how
methodical it is.

How Tutors Help

| request tutors because | am
concerned about the the students’
academics, particularly long-term.
| have had tutors in the classroom
for math and English Language
Development. A lot of times teachers
will ask for tutors because eventually,

we may be asking for more formal

support from the school for the

student. We think a tutor will keep the
child engaged in the learning and
support them as best we can until we

see what happens.

In Kindergarten, [young children]
are also learning how to manage
their big emotions. You will run into
students who are in particular need
of self-regulation. While tutors are
primarily there to help with reading
skills in small-group instruction, |
found that they were not only helping
academically, they were also helping

socially and emotionally.

| have seen so many benefits.
| met an MTC volunteer tutor. When

she would come into the room, the
girl she was tutoring would light up.
It was almost like she was waiting her
whole life to have a big sister. She
felt so special, you could tell from her

face.

i’s awesome!

Dorothy Lau

Having that grown-up come shows
them that they really matter. This
grown-up is here to give them their
full attention. This grown-up cares
for them and is going to help them
with their work. The work doesn’t
have to be so daunting. It doesn't
have to make students unhappy. It is
something that they can get through
with their grown-up buddy.

| appreciate how kind and flexible
the tutors are. They are just amazing
people. Having MTC to recruit
people, train them and get them
connected with us teachers, it's

awesome!

*“I appreciate how kind and flexible
the tutors are. They are just
amazing people. Having M'TC (o
recruit people. train them and get
them connected with us teachers.

9°°

Kindergarten teacher at Landels Elementary School, MVWSD



Leadership and Financials

MTC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Susan Kresek — Board Chair Shannon Herndndez

Vivi Bardina —
Immediate Past Chair

Karen Jones

Chuck Lindauer

Vince Brown — Treasurer :
llona Lindauer

Vivien D’Andrea — Secretary
Bob Adams —

Founder & Emeritus Board Member

Kenny Martell
Elizabeth Maciag

Dan Barritt Joey Ordonez
Kathy Eggers Goumas Jeff Ostrum
Audrey Fox Paul Schutz
Alba Garza Tyler Scott

Who Powers MTC?

'I% Companies
.’4%Service Clubs

0o/ Bruno Adams Bright
.5 A’ Futures Fund

o/ School
{ 5 A) Districts

46%
Individual [ )
Giving

REVENUE SOURCES
BY PERCENTAGE OF

INCOME Community &

Holiday Funds

e
17%

Foundations

®
17 %

Fundraising Events

MTC STAFF
Lisa Peckler, Executive Director

Jean lkeda, Former Executive Director

(2023-2025)
Christy Flahavan, Director of Programs
Jackie Garreau, Director of Operations

Gloria Chung, Community Engagement
Manager

Fionnuala Loughran, Tutor Program
Manager — Mountain View Whisman

Vanessa Hannan, Tutor Program
Manager - Los Altos

Jennifer Springer, Mentor Program
Manager — Mountain View High School

Leslie Cervantes, Mentor Program
Manager - Los Altos High School

REVENUE TOTAL: $622,010
Individual Giving $283,263
Fundraising Events $108,567
Foundations $107,500
Community& Holiday Funds $33,334
School Districts $31,000

Bruno Adams Bright Futures Fund  $28,248
Service Clubs $23,000

Companies $7,098



Thank You to Our Generous Donors!

Foundations and Corporations
$100,000 Bequest*

The Nordsee Trust
Ellen Stewart Jamieson

$20,000 and Above
Concern EAP

Los Altos Mountain View Community
Foundation

Los Altos Town Crier Holiday Fund

Ross Stores Foundation

$10,000 to $19,999

Intero Foundation

Los Altos Rotary Endowment Fund
Los Altos School District

Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund

Mountain View Whisman School District

MVLA High School District

Philanthropic Ventures Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
D & S Davidson Family Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Mountain View

The Skyline Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999
Mountain View Rotary Club

Sereno 1% For Good Charitable
Foundation

Silicon Valley Realtors Charitable
Foundation

TE Connectivity
Wealth Architects Charitable Fund

$1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous
First Citizens Wealth
llluminate Properties, Inc.

Kiwanis Club of Los Altos Foundation

$100 - $999
Altos Bank

Fremont Bank
K-12 Team
Westcott Physical Therapy

Individuals
$10,000 and Above

Dan Barritt

Linda and Glen Eckols
Leonard P. Edwards
Raleigh and Linda Frates
Susan and Bob Kresek
Marta Rey-Babarro

$5,000 to $9,999

John Dugan

Kathleen Eggers Goumas and
Greg Goumas

Ron D. Kline Foundation
Charles and llona Lindauer

Jeffrey Ostrum

$2,500 to $4,999

Bob and Lois Adams
Anonymous

Dan Atler

Pamela Baird and Greg Unangst

The Margaret Bannick Family Fund

Joan and Dave Barram
Sally and Mario Chaves

Debbie DeSoto Kundrat and
Doug Kundrat

Audrey and Larry Fox

Elise and Randy Gabrielson
Stacy and Bob Gebhardt
Harding Family Fund

Kris and Ken Moore

Russ Satake and Anita Lusebrink
Pamela and Ed Taft

Bill and Jan Terry

$1,000 to $2,499

Patricia and Thelmer Aalgaard
Nancy Anderson

Dennis and Carolyn Armstrong
Debbie and Paul Baker
Margaret Becker Edwards

Cindy Bogard O’Gorman and
Dennis Milligan

Judy Bogard-Tanigami and
Hide Tanigami

John and Tracey Cook
Melinda Cook

Vivien and Stephen D’Andrea

Nicole and Rob Emens

Alba Garza

Sue and Ken Greathouse
Kathryn Han

Jean and Kevin lkeda

Karen and Craig Jones

Seung Kim and Sophia Oh-Kim
lan and Fionnuala Loughran
Elizabeth and Mike Maciag
Katie Matice and Steffen Low
Paul Schutz

Richard and Pamela Shames
Niki and Jeremy Theil

Peter Thurston

Wilson-Dalzell Family Foundation

Ann and Neil Wolff
$500 - $999

Anonymous

Teressa and Ken Baer

Vivi Bardina

Jimi and Ned Barnholt
Margaret Barron

Anne and Buz Battle

Kristen and Dennis Brown
Brian and Debbie Bue

Mary Byrd

Card Family Foundation

The Jim and Liz Cody Fund
Curtis Cole

Stephen and Frances Conley
Ellyn Corey and Tom Sartor
Steve Cowan

Elayne and Philip Dauber
Joan and Kevin Day

Henry Dempsey

Martin and Allison Devenney
Kimberly Dickerson

Joanie and Alan Earhart
Lonnie Gary and Hilda Keifer
Stephen Geisheker

Pat and Gary Hedden
Richard Henning

Barbara Joyner

K2N2 Family Foundation
Patricia and Joseph Kapp

Michael and Ina Korek Foundation Trust

William and Donna Krepick



Georgia Lee

Kimberly Lepesh

Jason May

David and Tina Nano

Gerry and Pierre Patkay

Laura Roberts and Robert Jones
Ceanne and Timothy Ruehle
Kayo and William Rust

Ellen and Ed Saliba

Stan Scardino and Susan Estrem
Tyler and Jenna Scott

Susan Shepard

Beth Shuman

Barbara and Bruce Swenson
Justena and Kai Tseng

Lydia N Vidovich

Wool Family Charitable Fund

Up to $499
Dawn and Rich Amlin
Anonymous

Lisa Aronovitz

Sherry Auerbach
Susana Bardina

Marmi Barron

Mary-Sonja and William R. Beasley

Sandy and Eric Bergan
Susan and James Bialson
Lyle Bickley

Laura Blakely

MaryAnn and John Bogart
Joseph Bragdon

Marge Bruno

Robin Buckmiller

Kevin Canty

John and Agnes Caulfield
Leslie Cervantes

Julie Chou

Gloria Chung

William Clark

Heather and Doug Clay
Andy and Holly Cohen

Maureen A. Cornelia and
Peter L. Sheremeta

Judy Crates

Audrey and Matt Crowley
John Cunniff

Laurent and Jennifer Delamare
Paul Diamond

Mary Jane Edwards

Andrew Eggers

Douglas Evans

Anne Fischer

Jose Flores Lopez

Jean Fong and Jeffrey Wong
Jackie and Olivier Garreau
Joan Giampaolo

Margaret and Ben Gong
Shannon Herndndez

Claudia Hevel and Stan Doty
Rebecca Hsieh

Duanni Hurd

The Matthew & Connie Ives Family Fund
Patricia and Bernard James
Bryan Johnson and Jocelyn Goldfein
Mady and Mel Kahn

Floyd Kameda

Mike Kasperzak

Valerie and James Klazura

Steve and Cathy Koehler

Gail and Mike Lee

Karen and John Lemes

Michael E. and Lisa K. Liu
Jonathan Macquitty and Laurie Hunter
Julie Mahowald

Michelle Mann

Brenda McCarthy

Sally Meadows and lan Massey
Ho van Melle Charitable Fund
Tom Moran

Era Nangia

Leslie C. and Anita N. Nichols
NKR Consulting

Craig and Laura Norris

Carol and Steve Olson

Joey Ordonez

Nicki Ostrum

Malika Oybekova

Kathy Patterson

Ann Perham

Kenneth Peters

Virginia Pitts

Carol Pliner

Teresa and Parker Proffitt
Barbara Pugliese

Valerie Rebesque and George Bolanos
Esperanza Rebollar

Helen Richardson

Anne and Duane Roberts

Lee Rowen

Susan Elliot Russell

Wynne Satterwhite

Eric and Michelle Schmidt
Robyn and Loren Shalinsky
Kathleen Shaw

Steven and Beverly Shepherd
Susie Spiwak and George Merijohn
Jennifer and Greg Springer
Julie Steury and Peter Reynolds
Carolyn Stuart

Ted's Acoustic Jams

Edith Tousey

Emeline Tsai

Richard and Sandy Van Mell
Linda Wegner

Anne Wiley and Gordon Good
Joan Willingham

Katherine and Steve Wurzburg

Lucy and Daniel Zemanek

In-Kind Donors

British Bankers Club
Sandra Barnett Brook
Cascal Restaurant
Cassara Brothers Clothiers
Casto Oaks Family Wines

Debbie DeSoto Kundrat and
Doug Kundrat

Alba Garza

Kathleen Eggers Goumas and
Greg Goumas

Hyatt Centric Mountain View
HyperSpace Los Altos

Joe Escobar Diamonds

Karen and Craig Jones

Susan and Bob Kresek
Charles and llona Lindauer
Los Altos Stage Company
Oshman Family JCC Palo Alto
Page Mill Winery

Russ Satake and Anita Lusebrink
Tom and Karen Smith
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley
Tre Monti

Zander Golf

A bequest or planned gift is a
powerful way to help MTC fulfill its
mission for future generations. Contact
lisap@mentortutorconnection.org

if you've included us in your will or
would like more information.



Mentor Tutor Connection
P.O. Box 391268
Mountain View, CA 94039

CELEBRATION FUNDRAISER

Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country Club
Friday, April 10, 2026
6-10pm

Your support is
what keeps us going

DONATE TODAY!




